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The election campaign was marked by bitter communal an-
tagonism, and the differences among the various political parties
led to fatal cleavages within the Congress.
1927 - The Assembly began its sessions in Delhi in the new
Council House. The Currency Bill, fixing the ratio of the
rupee to is. 6d., was passed by a narrow majority. The Indian
Reserve Bank Bill was withdrawn. An agreement was reached
at the Round Table Conference held at Capetown between an
Indian Delegation and members of the Union Government. At
the suggestion of Mr. Gandhi, the Government of India selected
as its first agent in South Africa the Rt. Hon. Srinivas Sastri.
Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee (Skeen) was pub-
lished. An Act of the Imperial Parliament provided for a
Royal Indian Navy mainly for the purpose of the training of
Indian cadets. An Act of the Imperial Parliament repealed the
law under which the Anglican Church in India has so long been
subject to " the general superintendence and revision " of the
Archbishop of Canterbury. Under the new Act, the Anglican
Church in India will be entitled to manage its own affairs. The
Viceroy announced the decision of the Secretary of State to
appoint the Indian States Enquiry Committee (Chairman—Sir
Harcourt Butler). In November, appointment of the Statutory
Commission on Indian Reforms was announced, Political
India vehemently protested against the exclusion of Indians
from the Commission. The sessions of the National Congress
and Liberal Federation passed resolutions of boycotting the
enquiry; but sharp division of opinion among the ranks of
Indian communities and their leaders resulted in serious con-
flicts between the Hindus and Moslems.
1928-Sir John Simon and his'colleagues in the Statutory
Commission on Indian Reforms left London on January 19
for a preliminary tour in India. Their arrival was followed by
public demonstrations to boycott them. On February 6 Sir
John Simon in a letter to the Viceroy suggested a plan of co-
operation with representatives of Indian Legislatures. An All-
India Central Committee and Provincial Committee were ap-
pointed to sit with the Commission. The All-Parties Conference
met in Bombay and appointed a Committee (Chairman—the
late Pandit Motilal Nehni) to outline a scheme for a Constitution

